MROQC Small-Volume for Quality Measure Scoring Policy

Purpose of the Small-Volume for Quality Measure Scoring Policy:

To provide guidance on scoring when a facility that has 10 or fewer cases for any MROQC quality measure(s). This approach ensures that small volume facilities are not disproportionately impacted by statistical variability and allows for aggregating data over multiple years for more accurate assessments.
Application of the Small-Volume Policy:

If the current year’s quality measure was in place for the prior year with the same threshold and if the total number of eligible patients across the current year and the prior 1 or 2 years is greater than 10, then assessment of the measure will aggregate patients across the current and 1 or 2 prior years without use of the policy outlined below. For example, if a facility had 5 eligible patients in the ﬁrst year of a new metric, then the policy below would be utilized. If, however, the metric and threshold were carried forward into a second year, and the facility had 7 eligible patients in that second year, the proportion of the 12 patients (across the 2 years) meeting the metric would be used to assess performance without reapplying the small-volume policy.
If a facility has 10 or fewer cases to score MROQC quality measure(s) and meets the threshold in the current year, no further action is required. However, if a facility has 10 or fewer cases to score and does not meet the threshold, the process outlined below will be followed.
Scoring Process When a center has 10 or fewer cases to score for a quality measure, we will use an upper conﬁdence limit rather than the observed proportion of patients meeting the target. Speciﬁcally, we will conclude the target is met if the upper bound of 1-sided 80% conﬁdence interval is greater than the target.
[image: MROQC logo]


If a facility has zero patients for a measure, the measure will be removed from the score
total as a conﬁdence interval cannot be assessed.

Upper 1-Sided 80% Conﬁdence Limits are provided in the table below for N up to 9.

	
	
	Total Number of Patients
	

	

Number of Patients Meeting the Measure
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	1
	
	76%
	53%
	46%
	38%
	33%
	29%
	25%
	23%
	21%

	
	2
	
	
	84%
	69%
	59%
	51%
	44%
	40%
	36%
	32%

	
	3
	
	
	
	88%
	76%
	66%
	59%
	52%
	47%
	43%

	
	4
	
	
	
	
	91%
	80%
	72%
	64%
	58%
	53%

	
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	92%
	83%
	75%
	69%
	63%

	
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	94%
	85%
	78%
	72%

	
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	94%
	87%
	81%

	
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	95%
	88%

	
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	96%




As an example, if the threshold for full points for a quality metric was 75% and a facility enrolled 5 patients, of which 3 met the quality measure, the observed proportion is 60%. Without the Small-Volume Policy, we would have concluded that the facility did not meet the goal. However, applying the policy with the table above, for 3/5 patients, the upper conﬁdence limit is 76% and we would conclude the facility had met the goal.
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